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It is with some satisfaction that we point to the
illustration in colors accompanying Dr. Sterne's arti-
cle on " Toxicity as an Etiology of Nervous Diseases."
This was printed on our own presses and is a hand-
some specimen of press work. The Association Press
imprint will in years to come, we trust, stand for all
that is excellent in mechanical work, and good in
itself as well.
A Post-mortem Examination in a Case ofAppen-
diceal Abscess.
Tecumseh, Mich., July 13, 1895.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Mrs. B., age about 54 years, was confined to
her bed on the first of July of the present year. The family
sent for a homeopath, who appears to have had not the
slightest idea of the nature of her illness, but apparently
satisfied the gullibility of the friends until the death of the
patient, which occurred ten days from the commencement
of the attack. After death, the friends became anxious to
know the cause, and whether, or not, the patient died from
neuralgia of the heart, which was the cause assigned by this
ignorant homeopath. At the solicitation of the family,
three physicians (including the writer), and two homeo-
paths attended the post-mortem examination. Upon open-
ing the abdominal cavity, there was found a ruptured
appendiceal abscess which occurred a few hours before
death; doubtless the rupture was produced by the atten-
dant pressing upward upon the cervix of the uterus,
in such a manner that the fundus came in contact with the
abscess, in an effort made by him a few hours before the
death of the patient to reduce an imaginary displacement.
The point which the writer desires to make in bringing
this case before the profession is the necessity of making an
early diagnosis in appendicitis, and the absolute necessity
of calling in a competent surgeon, upon whom shall fall the
responsibility of operating or not operating.
Very respectfully, J. F. Jenkins, M.D.
Treatment of Hernia Cerebri.
Coronado, Cal., July 6, 1895.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Movedby a very interesting and instruc-
tive paper, recently published in the Journal, on brain sur-
gery, in which Volkmann's treatment of fungus cerebri by
the curette is mentioned, I wish to report a case successfully
treated, in my first year of practice, by a different process.
In July, 1838, my father (University of Pennsylvania,
1809) was called several miles in the country to a child about
3 years old, who had been kicked by a horse, and I went
with him. We found a tumor over the left parietal, the
child in deep stupor, and other indications of compression.
The knife was given to me and I made a crucial incision,
brain and clots of arterial blood following the knife. The
dura was much torn and was trimmed after eleven pieces
of bone were removed. Fearing erysipelas few sutures were
used and water dressings were applied.
The case was left in my charge, and to our surprise and
gratification the recovery was complete.
A few weeks after I was called, and found a fungus cerebri,
half the size of an egg, cut horizontally in two. I proposed
to excise it, but the mother objecting, I took an old tea
caddy, hammered it so as to make a convex compress, and,
after first covering the fungus with lint smeared with cerate,
applied my lead compress, and over that a bandage. This
was removed and reapplied every day, and the result was
complete absorption, and a most satisfactory cure, without
any impairment of the intellect.
F. W. Todd, M.D.
To Prevent Accidents.
Chicago, July 12,1895.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inoticed that in several of the eastern
cities it was the custom of the street car companies to have
cable and electric cars stop before crossing the street. It
seems to me that this would be much safer for pedestrians
and drivers than the plan followed here, and it would add
much to the safety of bicycle riders.
Yours truly, I.
American Medical College Association.
Ridgeway, S. C., July 12, 1895.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Iwant the list of names of all medical col-
leges belonging to the American Medical College Associa-
tion. Where can I get it and how much will it cost?
Respectfully, S. S. L.
Answer:\p=m-\Apply to Dr. Bayard Holmes, Secretary, 104
E. 40th Street, Chicago, Ill.
Dr. Jas. E. Reeves.
Chicago, July 14, 1895.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Whydon't you publish the address of Dr.
James E. Reeves? I would be glad to send 50 cents for a
copy of his report, if I knew his address. D.
Answer:\p=m-\Theaddress is Chattanooga, Tenn.
A Treatise on the Nervous Diseases of Children, for Physicians
and Students. By B. Sachs, M.D. Cl., 8vo., pp. 666. NewYork: William Wood & Company. 1895.
American medical literature will soon rival the French
in the extent and variety of its monographs, and works de-
voted to specialty subdivisions. We should also add that
the quality of American medical literature is constantly im-
proving. The book under consideration is well written and
exhaustive. It contains eleven chapters devoted to General
Nervous Diseases; twelve to Organic Diseases of the Nervous
System; eight chapters to Diseases of the Brain, an intro-
duction and an appendix; a copious index concludes the
work. There are 162 illustrations. The author's conserva-
tism is well shown in the chapter on chorea, wherein he
rejects the large doses of arsenic recommended by some,
and takes issue with Erb regarding the use of electricity.
In regard to the question of school-going the author says:
"A special caution is necessary as regards the question of
attendance at school. Every choreic child, however mild
its attack may be, should be kept from school, both for its
own sake and for the sake of the other pupils who might
imitate the disease. I have sometimes allowed myself to be
persuaded to permit a child with a mild form of chorea to
continue at school ; in almost every instance I have had
reason to regret it, for nothing is better calculated to bring
out severe chorea than the competitive spirit that obtains
in most schools. Periods of examination are fraught with
greatest danger to those children who have had attacks in
early life. The atmosphere of the school-room seems to
have a depressing influence upon such children, and among
the wealthier classes far better progress can be made in the
ordinary studies if the child is instructed at home than if it
is taught at school. It is necessary for the physician to take
a firm stand on this question, or else his treatment of the
case will be thoroughly unsatisfactory."
The book is a valuable one, and worthy of praise.
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